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OFFICERS  
 

You are invited! 
 
 

 Meet and Speak with our new      
VA Senator-Elect, Barbara Favola  

at the Great Falls Grange Hall,  
9818 Georgetown Pike (next to the library) 

At 7:30 PM on Wednesday, December 14.    
(Note this meeting is not on Tuesday as most other GFCA townhalls) 

 
Holiday Refreshments and a chance to mingle and personally meet 

 the senator will follow the presentation and group dialogue. 

PRESIDENT 

Jackie Taylor  

(703) 759 -4737  

VICE PRESIDENT 

Eric Knudsen 

(703) 75 9-5441 

SECRETARY 

Pam Grovensor 

(703 ) 757 -5438  

TREASURER 

David Kondner 

(703) 404 -1117 
 
 
 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Ed Behrens 
Wes Callender 

Bill Canis 

Doug Cobb 

Anne Deatherage December Town Meeting with          
VA Senator-elect Barbara Favola 

By Bill Canis 

Coming Up:  GFCA/HOA Representatives 

Meeting:  Tuesday, January 10, 
By Ed Behrens, Co-chair Outreach 

Wayne Foley 

William C. Harvey II  
GFCA has invited senator-elect Barbara Favola 
to join us even before she is sworn in to 
acquaint her with some of the issues facing us 
in Great Falls and to hear her thoughts on what 
ǎƘŜΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ƘŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ 
Richmond.  To accommodate her schedule, we 
are ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ town hall meeting on 
WEDNESDAY, December 14.   
Due to population changes in the 
Commonwealth, significant modifications were 
made in some VA Senate districts this year. 
Great Falls as well as McLean and some parts 
of eastern Loudon County were combined with 
part of Arlington to shape the new 31

st
 Senate 

District.  Democrat Barbara Favola won 
election to this open seat over Republican 
Caren Merrick.   
5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜ ǎƻƳŜ 
local issues GFCA is engaged in and then open 
the floor for a roundtable type of dialogue 
between the audience and Ms. Favola, 
(Continued on Page 2) 

 

The GFCA/HOA Representatives Meeting will be 
devoted to the membership/bridge building/ 
information sharing and rapport with HOA leaders 
and other neighborhood representatives.  An 
agenda is now being developed; each Committee 
Chairman will be asked to be present or 
represented to address in abbreviated form the 
issues/activities of current committee focus of 
likely interest to the HOAs.   
 
From the HOAs leaders, we request your input on 
topics that are important to your neighborhood 
and HOA members. Please contact Ed Behrens at 
behrensel@cox.net or call him at 703-759-0927. 

To all Great Falls organizations and HOAs:  
You are invited to announce your upcoming events 
on ǘƘŜ ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ IŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎέ ǇŀƎŜ ƻŦ GFCA News 
and on the GFCA Web Calendar. Please submit the 
announcements to Ed Behrens, by email at 
behrensel@cox.net. 

Shawn Khorshidi 

Stella Koch 

Robin Rentsch 

Amy Stephen 

Blair Watters 

COMMITTEES  

Land Use and Zoning  
Bill Harvey, Dianne Van 

Volkenburg 

Environment/Parks/Trails 
Bill Canis & Stella Koch 

 

Transportation 
Eric Knudsen 

   Long-Range Planning/ 
Development 

Doug Cobb, Glen Sjoblom   

Communications (open) 

Outreach//Membership 
Ed Behrens-Outreach 

Pam Grosvenor-Members 

President Pro-Tem 
Ralph Apton 

703-750-3034 

http://www.gfca.org/
mailto:behrensel@cox.net
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Upcoming Meeting with  VA Senator-elect Barbara 
Favola (continued) ς By Bill Canis 

Land Use and Zoning (LUZ) Committee Report 
Bill Harvey & Dianne Van Volkenburg, Co-chairs 

 

Our new Senator-elect, Barbara Favola, has been a member 
of the Arlington County Board since 1997, serving as its 
chairman in 2000, 2004 and 2009  
 

 
 

This meeting is a nonpartisan opportunity for GF residents to 
give her their thoughts on issues she will face in Richmond as 
well as local matters that are important to the future of our 
community.  
  
In light of the approaching holidays, the GFCA meeting will 
end with a coffee and cookies social time for residents to 
speak with each other and individually with senator-elect 
Favola.  Please join us on December 14 to give Ms. Favola a 
hospitable and informative welcome to Great Falls.   
 

Transportation and Roads Committee   
By Eric Knudsen 

Land Use and Zoning (LUZ) Committee Report 
Bill Harvey & Dianne Van Volkenburg, Co-chair 

 

The Transportation committee is looking for new 
members.  Several of our current members have moved on 
and we need some new volunteers.  If you have interest in 
protecting the current roads or affecting the roads that 
will be drawn up, this is the committee for you.  From 
protecting our 200 year old Pike or getting in on the 
planning of  Rt. 7 between Reston avenue to the Dulles Toll 
Road. Maybe you have a neighborhood traffic issue like a 
crosswalk that you want changed but have no clue how to 
make that happen.  We are looking for people that can 
attend meetings and report on them, do research on traffic 
issues and develop solutions.  We meet once a month on 
the first Tuesday at the Grange.  So if have any interest in 
local traffic issues, please attend our upcoming meeting. 
 

Joan Barnes has recently stepped down as co-chair of the 
Transportation Committee but will remain an active 
member and work on the projects in which she is 
currently involved. Joan has new interests that preclude 
her from devoting the time it takes for the co-chair duties 
of this committee. (Thank you Joan for all you have done.) 

  
The GFCA Land Use and Zoning (LUZ) Committee plans to 
hold a committee hearing in December as part of its 
continuing investigation of the matters discussed below. LUZ 
is still in the process of soliciting community input on these 
matters. Great Falls residents wishing to submit written 
materials and/or to speak on these pending matters should 
plan to attend the LUZ meeting scheduled for 12/15/11. 
 

1. wŀȅƳƻƴŘ DŜΩǎ !ǇǇŜŀƭ ƻŦ ½ƻƴƛƴƎ 5ŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
Former Accessory Dwelling Structure.   The appellant is 
ŀǇǇŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ½ƻƴƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƎ 
cabin on his property is not an accessory dwelling 
structure to the newly constructed principal residence. 
Fairfax County has ordered that the former accessory 
dwelling structure be razed. 

 
¢ƘŜ ŀǇǇŜƭƭŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ фпр ²ŀƭƪŜǊ wŘΦΣ 
Great Falls, VA 22066. 

 

Great Falls residents in the vicinity of the 900-block of 
Walker Rd. and those with an accessory dwelling 
structure on their property should be particularly 
interested in this land use matter.   

 
2. SIVNAM Partnership LLCΩǎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

#SE 2010-DR-019.  The applicant is requesting approval 
of a special exception to covert a former bank branch to 
ŀ Ŧŀǎǘ ŦƻƻŘ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ όtƻǇŜȅŜΩǎύ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΦ ! 
special exception application requires approval by both 
the Fairfax County Planning Commission and Board of 
Supervisors; however, no hearings are scheduled as of 
this writing. 

 
¢ƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ 12218 Leesburg 
Pike, Herndon, VA 20170 (i.e., Fairfax County Tax Map 
0061-01-0018), which is just east of the Fairfax-Loudoun 
boundary.  This application has been deferred since April 
2010 but is reportedly in the process of being 
resubmitted. 

 
Great Falls residents in the vicinity of Holly Knolls should 
be particularly interested in this land use matter.   

 
3. DǊŜŀǘ Cŀƭƭǎ [ŀŎǊƻǎǎŜ !ǎǎƻŎΦΩǎ tŜƴŘƛƴƎ aƛƴƻǊ {ƛǘŜ tƭŀƴ 

Application.  The applicant is seeking pre-application 
input from the Great Falls community before filing its 
application to install a synthetic turf field. A minor site 
plan application does not require approval by the Fairfax 
County Planning Commission or Board of Supervisors. 

 
(Continued on Page 3) 

 
 

http://www.leesburg2day.com/news/politics/article_021a5bf0-00c3-11e1-8728-001cc4c03286.html?mode=image&photo=0
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Long Range Planning Committee Report 
By Doug Cobb & Glen Sjoblom, Co-chairs 

 
Doug Cobb, Co-chair of the GFCA Long Range Planning 

Committee, presented a portion of a Draft Long Range Plan at 

the Grange, on November 15.  Approximately 80 people were 

present, and many were supportive of the at least some of the 

components of the  plan presented as a straw man concept for 

the Center of the Great Falls Village 

 
This concept included ways to make the area friendly for 

walking,  

-to remove the above ground utilities and place them 

underground around the Village,  

-to close off Walker Road from the North and remove the 

traffic light at Walker and Georgetown Pike 

-to provide a new Walker Road section around the Library 

beginning on what is now Buckôs Lane,  

-to provide a roundabout on Walker Road south of the 

Safeway and a new section of Walker east of the Great Falls 

Center, and 

-a connection from a relocated section of Columbine to the 

west edge of the Village Center.  

  

In this concept, there would be two traffic lights instead of 

one, with one located in front of the fire station, and one at the 

relocated Walker Road North, with timing set to permit the 

area between the new lights to clear out, and to make it safer 

for walkers crossing Pike.  A possible future Community 

Center/Performing Arts Center on what is now a playing field 

north of the library was shown, as were facilities for senior 

living behind the post office.   Also identified were a possible 

park, playing fields and retention basin to the east of the Great 

Falls Center. 

 

Most of the people present were favorable to the concepts and 

appreciated the efforts of the work to date.   

 

. (Continued in the next Column) 

Land Use and Zoning (LUZ) Report (Cont) 
Bill Harvey & Dianne Van Volkenburg, Co-chair 

 
The applicant plans to request approval of a minor site plan 
that will permit the installation of a synthetic turf  
 
Field at Leo Santaballa Park. The applicant leases the 
rectangular field located at 9830 Georgetown Pike, Great 
Falls, VA 22066 (i.e., Fairfax County Tax Map 0131-01-0011), 
which is part of the Great Falls Library site. 
 
Great Falls residents in the vicinity of the library should be 
particularly interested in this land use matter.  
 
  

Long Range Planning Committee Report (Cont) 
By Doug Cobb & Glen Sjoblom, Co-chairs 

 
 There was concern expressed by a few about whether there 

would be noise east of the Great Falls Center, and for whether 

a sewer line was part of the planning, and the concern of what 

that might mean to development, over time. 

 

There are several additional sections of the document, ñDraft 

Long Range Planning-Possibilitiesò that are to be discussed at 

future meetings, in order to obtain Community input and 

discussion of all aspects, for possible changes to the Fairfax 

County Comprehensive Plan next year.   These meetings will 

be announced in the January Newsletter.  The Draft ñLong 

Range Planning-Possibilitiesò and the concept Map are on the 

GFCA website, at gfca.org.  

_________________________________________________ 

 

What issues are important to you? 
Visit our Web site and 

Contact us at: 

www.gfca.org 
THE place for local civic news! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Environment Committee (cont.) 

Join GFCA on Facebook! 
 

  
 
 

    We have established a GFCA Facebook page for GF residents 
to discuss local issues and share their thoughts about our 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ Wǳǎǘ ǎƛƎƴ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ άDǊŜŀǘ Cŀƭƭǎ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ 

!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻǊ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƘŜǊŜΥ 

GFCitizensAssociation@groups.facebook.com 
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Environment Committee 
Bill Canis & Stella Koch Co-Chairs 

 

GFCA Environment Committee reportτDecember 2011 
The Environment Committee is engaged in several initiatives 
which will help maintain the semi-rural nature of Great Falls, 
steps that will be more successful if many residents apply 
them to the management of their own property.    

¶ At our November meeting, we discussed the ways in 

which excessive use of lawn fertilizers and damaging 

storm water run-offs are slowly affecting the health of 

the Great Falls environment.   Both factors are the result 

of ongoing development in the northern part of Fairfax 

County.  Earlier this year, the Environment Committee 

developed a two-page flier on the advantages of using 

less fertilizer on our grassy yards.  That helpful guide 

outlining alternative methods of keeping our yards green 

and healthy is available on the Environment Committee 

webpage on the GFCA website (www.gfca.org).   We are 

looking at ways to build on this initiative.  One option is 

to pick some high profile trial sites in Great Fallsτsuch 

as possibly the Grange or the Old Schoolhouseτwhere 

alternative methods of 

lawn care could be 

demonstrated.  We may 

want to enlist our Soil 

and Water Conservation 

District representative in 

this project as well.   

Recent summer and fall 
downpours have shown 
the power of water on 
our homes, roads and 
ōǊƛŘƎŜǎΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ 

stop such events, we can mitigate water run-off by 
building berms, wet ponds and rain gardens.  Using 
pervious pavement in some residential and even 
commercial locations, instead of asphalt, would allow 
water to slowly filter through the ground instead of 
pooling on hard surfaces like driveways and parking lots. 
hǳǊ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ all the water from 
development and these innovative stormwater 
management techniques could help us preserve our 
community.   

¶ Another issue that is at the top of our list is educating 

residents and public officials about the unique 

watershed characteristics of Great Falls:  we in this area 

use ground water as the source of our drinking water 

where most county residents drink surface water that 

comes from the Potomac or the Occoquan.   

 
 

Environment Committee (Cont.) 
Bill Canis & Stella Koch Co-Chairs 

 

We are so close to the Potomac, that we are an integral part 
of its watershed.  In the southern part of Fairfax County, 
officials felt so strongly about preserving the Occoquan 
watershed that they downzoned that watershed to decrease 
the amount of impervious cover and thereby protect the 
drinking water quality of the Occoquan Reservoir.  They also 
created parkland along the edge of the reservoir. 
 

Early in the new year, the Environment Committee will 
invite experts to address the monthly GFCA meeting to 
discuss how artificial turf fields, used extensively in other 
parts of the county, could adversely affect the water table 
in Great Falls.  Great Falls is one of the few communities in 
this county that rely on well water.  The issues are more 
critical here than in most parts of the county with piped-in 
water, although the quality of Potomac River water is a 
concern to all communities along its banks.   In this context, 
overuse of pesticides on our lawns can also affect the water 
and ecosystems downstream and we should be cognizant of 
the effects of current over-use on our environment.   
 

¶ Appreciating our natural assets and historic properties has 

long been a goal of the committee and we are gearing up to 

develop a handy map that residents could use to learn more 

about Great Falls.  LŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 

us on this nifty new guide, then come to our next meeting 

at 7 pm on December 5 at the Grange or contact the 

committee co chairs Stella Koch (smkoch@aol.com) or 

¶  Bill Canis (bcanis@yahoo.com).   

Help Our Community be 
άEnvironmentally Astute and Friendlyέ 

Participate in these Initiatives 

Getting Involved in the 
Great Falls "Cool Community" 

 

 

 

Key "green" goals are to raise awareness of our carbon 
footprint, to promote carbon reduction and cleaner air, and 
to help develop a pilot program for Fairfax County. For more 

information and to be part of the Great Falls "Cool 
Community".gfgreenteam@cox.net 

                             Team Leader is Jill Baker 

http://www.gfca.org/
mailto:smkoch@aol.com
mailto:bcanis@yahoo.com
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Membership & Outreach Committee 
Ed Behrens & Pam Grosvenor, Co-chairs 

 
The Outreach & Membership Committee has made progress 
on three action items. 
WalkAbout Status Report: Over 25 neighborhoods have 
ōŜŜƴ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ 
almost 900 applications distributed.  Our thanks to all who 
have conǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ άǿŀƭƪŀōƻǳǘΦέ  !ǎ ŀ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ 
to any Board or Committee leaders who were not able to join 
in the effort for whatever reason, please let Pam Grosvenor 
or me know and we will make separate assignments to 
complete the intended distribution.    
 
Applications are still being received. An analysis of the results 
of the 2011 membership drive is being done, and a summary 
of the results will be made available after the returns are in.   
 
Brochure Development: A draft mock up of a descriptive 3-
ŦƻƭŘ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜ ƻǊ ŦƭȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ Cŀƭƭǎ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ 
(GFCA) has been created to serve as a handout, including an 
application form.  Efforts are being guided by the following 
considerations:  
 
 Appearance and content: The logo column should 
be eye-catching and instantly identify GFCA (e.g., 1) simple, 
2) self-evident and 3) memorable). 
 Objectives: We will refine the objective of the 
document -- that is, to what purposes will it be put and what 
is it we are hoping to achieve with it?  This is  virtually 
a self evident exercise -- but it may also help spawn new 
ideas for content, format and use. 
 Formatting: A compatible template is being sought 
on-line.  This should not be a difficult exercise -- even if we 
decide that (in the short time, at least) we just use and print 
from a "Word" based document. 
 Process: The document will be shared with the 
Board for review and input before final  publication.  
 Time-table: Ideally, we should have the completed 
document ready for the Tuesday,  January 10th HOA 
representatives meeting -- if not before.  
 
 Next Steps: An O&M members work session is 
anticipated for early December to complete the draft.  The 
final is anticipated to feature text, graphics and an 
appropriate set of photographs depicting the unique history 
and community attributes of Great Falls. 
 
GFCA/HOA Representatives Meeting: This meeting, 
scheduled for Tuesday, January 10, will be devoted to the 
membership/bridge building/ information sharing and 
rapport with HOA leaders and other neighborhood 
representatives.  An agenda is now being developed; each 
Committee Chairman will be asked to be present or 
represented to address in abbreviated form the 
issues/activities of current committee focus of likely interest 
to the HOAs.  

 
Certify Your Backyard as a 

 Wildlife Habitat (NWF) 
 

 

GFCA sponsors and has won awards for its massive National 
Wildlife Federation Certification project through which about 
220 Great Falls homes, schools, and churches have been 
designated backyard Wildlife Habitat (NWF). Great Falls 
became the 23rd community in the United States to earn 
that distinction and also received a commendation from the 
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors. Fairfax is one of only 
four counties in the USA to achieve NWF Wildlife Habitat 
status. The GFCA Environment Committee is continuing NWF 
annual maintenance requirements, including adding 
households, etc. 
 
If you would like some assistance, a NWF Habitat Steward 
will be happy to visit your property and help identify the 
ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ άCƻƻŘΣ ²ŀǘŜǊΣ {ƘŜƭǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ tƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ wŀƛǎŜ ¸ƻǳƴƎέ 
that qualify your property for certification. This is 
educational and fun for families. For more information and 
to get started, www.nwf.org/CertifiedWildlifeHabitat 

GFCA Website Working Group 
By Pam Grosvenor 

 

During November the website working group held two 
meetings to discuss the design criteria, content, and 
functionalities desired in updating the GFCA website. 
 

General concepts include (I) streamlining the home page, 
(ii) "drilling down" for information, (iii) enrolling and 
maintaining membership records on-line, and (iv) having 
the ability to both easily transmit information to, as well 
as survey, the general membership. We hope to also plan 
for, but not immediately implement, other features in 
order to improve outreach to the Great Falls community 
and make the GFCA website a key source of information 
for members, area residents, and those relocating to Great 
Falls. 
 

Over the coming weeks the working group will continue 
to develop website design specifications, website content, 
and criteria against which to evaluate companies. We will 
also identify possible vendors and assemble information 
ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓȟ ȰÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÓȱȟ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÐÁÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓȢ 
 

Next meeting: Thursday, December 8, 10:00 a.m., Great 
Falls Library Small Conference Room. 

http://www.nwf.org/CertifiedWildlifeHabitat
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      ATTENTION PLEASE! 
Special Announcement: 

 
Need to Enhance your resume or  

college application?  
----------------------------------------- 
Potential Intern Opportunity 

with GFCA 
 

If you know a high school or college Journalism or 
Communication major that need  a boost for their college 
application or resume,  please contact President, Jackie 
Taylor at 703-759-4737 with any questions  

 
 
 GFCA needs an individual to serve as the GFCA 
Communications Coordinator with the local press and 
95L¢hwκwŜǇƻǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDC/! b9²{ϦΥ  Of critical interest 
will be enhancing or maintaining the continuity, responsive, 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ άDC/! bŜǿǎέ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
Editor/reporter may be expected to cover and report on 
various GFCA activities and collect pictures to include in the 
newsletter. 
 
The position requires a close working relationship with the 
Association Committees and Board, especially the President, 
and the community overall in coordinating the development 
of written reports by various committees and officers of the 
Board and generating stories of general interest to the 
community.   
 
A second potential internship may be available to enhance 
the GFCA website and membership applications. We would 
be interested in hearing proposals for the approach of either 
and leadership to make it happen. 
 

 

Update of the New Firestation  

by Joan Bliss 

The firestation has now been substantially completed and 
the equipment and personnel have moved in! The green 
equipment tent behind the new station and other temporary 
structures are in the process of being dismantled. Within two 
weeks, the transition structures should be off-site and the 
station's septic system connected to the new field. Then the 
grading behind the station will commence. The official 
county ribbon cutting is targeted for March 7, 2012. The 
GFVFD 70th anniversary is May 5, 2012 with an, as yet, not 
finally planned celebration and thank you to the community 
 

 
 

Help GFCA Grow so  a  ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ±ƻƛŎŜέ 
 is even Louder and more Influential  

with Our Elected Officials 
 

GFCA is a non -profit organization with the following 
purposes:  

Á To preserve and enhance the historic, low -density, 

semi - rural character of the Great Falls community 
via promotion of sound planning and development 

policies;  
Á To promote community interests and services  

through non -partisan advocacy;  
Á To stimulate citizen participation in communi ty 

affairs and its organizations;  
Á To provide a forum for the exchange of 

community information and ideas; and,  
Á To foster and develop policies for economic, 

educational, recreational, cultural, social, and 
environmental improvement and to protect natural 
resources.  

mailto:SWPDmail@fairfaxcounty.gov
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November and for the next several months, Keller 
Williams Realty of Great Falls is hosting an exhibit of 
photographs by Ed Behrens , a member of the Great Falls 
Studios (GFS).  Keller Williams is located at 746 Walker 
Rd. #14, Great Falls, VA 22066 (703) 636-7300.  
_________________________________________________________________ 
Friday, December 2 -- Observatory Park will host Herndon 
Elementary School. Telescopes will be provided by the 
Analemma Society and viewing is open to the public after 
sundown. Events are held only when the weather is good for 
viewing.  Notice the formerly scheduled 12/16 date has 
moved to 12/2.  Contacts: Amanda Butcher-Ennesser: 
landonandtysmom@aol.com 
druffinpta@aol.com 

_________________________________________ 
Wednesday, Dec. 8 at 7 pm - the Reston Museum at Lake 
Anne is presenting a program on the only Civil War skirmish 
in Great Falls--the one at the intersection of Dranesville 
Road and Route 7, which was 150 years ago this month. For 
those of us with a love of history AND the Pike, this is a two-
for, so thought you'd all be interested. Pass the word! Here is 
the link to this program 
http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/article.asp?article=
356185&paper=71&cat=104 
 
But if you can't make that, then plan on coming to the annual 
GF Church of the Brethren commemoration on Dec. 18, 
which is described well in the GF Historical Society webpage 
(below). The battle was fought on the site of the church. 
http://gfhs.org/ 
_________________________________________________ 
Saturday December 10 from 8:30-12.00 AM: Trail Blazers 

work on the river trail with the National Park Service. Watch 

the Trail Blazer's web site for details.  

 

__________________________________________________
Saturday and Sunday, December 10 and 11 from 10:00 AM 
to 5:00 PM the Great Falls Studios (GFS) will host their 
annual Holiday Art Show and Sale at the Village Green Day 
School, 790 Walker Road, Great Falls.   
__________________________________________________ 
Over twenty-two artists from Great Falls, including painters, 
potters, jewelry designers, photographers, weavers, and 
others will offer original creations for sale. The festival is an 
annual arts celebration sponsored by Great Falls Studios 
(GFS), an organization with more than 100 member artists 
dedicated to the advancement of local art.  Admission is free. 
For more information contact Linda Jones, 703-442-9251. 
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To all Great Falls organizations and HOAs:  
 

You are invited to announce your upcoming events 
on this page of the monthly GFCA newsletter.  Please 
submit the announcements to Ed Behrens, GFCA Co-
chair focused on Outreach, by email at 
behrensel@cox.net. 

 

mailto:LANDONANDTYSMOM@AOL.COM
mailto:DRUFFINPTA@AOL.COM
http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/article.asp?article=356185&paper=71&cat=104
http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/article.asp?article=356185&paper=71&cat=104
http://gfhs.org/
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             GFCA WISHES YOU A VERY HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON  
                  AND A HEALTHY, PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR. 

Upcoming GFCA MEETINGS: 
All are Welcome! 

Monday, Dec. 5: 
ü The Environment Committee 

              7:30 at the Old School House 
ü Membership & Outreach 

7:30 p.m., at the Grange ς Downstairs 
Thursday, Dec. 8 
ü GFCA  Website Working Group 
ü  10:00 a.m. - GF Library 

Wednesday, Dec. 14  
ü GFCA Town Meeting with Barbara Favola 

                7:30 p.m., at the Grange Upstairs 
Thursday, Dec. 15  
ü Land Use & Zoning 

                7:30 p.m., at the Old School House 
Tuesday, Jan. 3: 
ü Membership & Outreach 

7:30 p.m., at the Grange ς Downstairs 
Tuesday, Jan. 3  
ü Long Range Planning Committee 

               7:00 p.m.,  at the Grange ς Upstairs 
Monday, Jan. 9: 
ü The Environment Committee 

              7:30 at the Library 

RŜƳƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ DC/! aŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ά{Ƙop 
[ƻŎŀƭέ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ 

Some of the best gifts can be found from our local 
shops, businesses and restaurants. 

 

Who is on your list? 
¶ Family, of course. 

¶ A special neighbor or other friend in Great Falls? 

¶ A favorite teacher or mentor? 

¶ Someone with whom you work or volunteer in our 
community organizations right here in Great Falls? 

¶ Someone who has provided you with excellent domestic 
or other home, yard or personal services? 

 

Here are a few ideas: 
¶ A dining gift card from one of our wonderful restaurants 

or eating establishments. 

¶ ! ƎƛŦǘ ŎŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǎƘƻŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
extend the life of great shoes and purses or to buy new 
leather accessories or luggage. 

¶ A gift card for Great Dogs of Great Falls that can be used 
for grooming, food or other pet supplies. 

¶ A beautiful flower arrangement from a local florist. 

¶ A spa day or some treat at one of our local salons, etc.  

¶ Gift cards from any of our many unique shops  

   Great Falls shops & businesses have a lot to offer! 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.alpinewreaths.com/images/T/Christmas-Wreaths-Christmas-Ornament-200.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.alpinewreaths.com/&h=200&w=200&sz=93&tbnid=kidf2QnCrBFpLM:&tbnh=89&tbnw=89&prev=/search?q=holiday+wreath+images&tbm=isch&tbo=u&zoom=1&q=holiday+wreath+images&docid=aM-Pymf5B4aGeM&hl=en&sa=X&ei=63HaTubeNoL30gHfstDJBg&sqi=2&ved=0CEoQ9QEwCg
http://gfbpa.timberlakepublishing.com/content.asp?contentid=323

